
 

 

 

 

 

20 April 2020 

Dear ADR training provider, 

The SQA, in consultation with the DfT and DVSA, have reviewed the option of providing distance 

learning/examination for the Dangerous Goods Safety Advisor (DGSA) and Dangerous Goods Driver 

Training (DGDT) programmes to candidates in light of the social distancing restrictions in place due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

It has been concluded that training providers are able to implement distance learning for DGSA 

training. The delivery of DGSA training is not within the remit of SQA and therefore training 

providers are free to deliver distance learning for DGSA training should they wish to do so. However, 

remote examinations are not a viable option for the DGSA programme, as highlighted further below. 

Due to a variety of reasons, it has been concluded that distance learning and remote examinations 

are not a viable option for providing the DGDT programme. Whilst it is noted that other examining 

bodies have approved distance learning for other courses, these courses are different in terms of 

structure and therefore similar distance learning programmes are unsuitable for the DGDT course. 

Further reasons for not approving distance learning programmes are as follows: 

Training risks for the DGDT programme  

•    The current DGDT syllabus requires practical exercises to be completed during training. If 

these were to be implemented through distance learning, the exercises would only be able 

to be demonstrated and not practised. This would therefore dilute the qualification, as 

competence would not be demonstrated. Furthermore, training providers will be unable to 

sign off a driver as being competent in all practical exercises as they would not be able to 

assess their ability to carry out the practical elements of the course.  

Examination risks for the DGSA and DGDT programmes  

• As the training provider will not be present in the room when a candidate is taking the 

online examination, there is a significant risk associated with invigilating the exam.  

• Remote proctoring would need to be developed and implemented within online 

examinations to ensure adequate invigilation of exams, this is not available at present. 

 

We appreciate that it is not ideal to have reduced training and examinations occurring during the 

COVID-19 period. However, the SQA have taken into account all options available and have 

concluded that any workaround to implement distance learning will not uphold the integrity of 

DGDT and its examinations. Given the above reasons, the DfT have considered the position set forth 

by the SQA and a decision has been reached that delivering distance training for the DGDT 

programme cannot be implemented and delivering remote exams for the DGDT and DGSA 



programmes cannot be implemented. However, distance learning for DGSA training can be 

implemented.  

We thank you for your patience and co-operation during this difficult time.  

 

 


